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Terrell County: Pastand Present

Terrell County is located some 155 miles south of Atlanta, 110 miles due east of Montgomery, Alabama
and 130 miles north of Tallahassee, Florida.

Terrell County and its respective governments have
chosen to undertake the development of a
Comprehensive Community Plan to aid their growth
and future development. The broad objectives of
the plan are to provide Terrell County residents with
a more convenient, efficient, safe, sanitary and
attractive rural and urban environment. The plans
will provide a broad, over-all guide for both public
policy and private decléiqh for future growth and
development, and it will coordinate individual plans
so that the welfare of the entire county will be
protected

Terrell County was created in 1856 from pGl‘thﬂS ef Lee County and Randolph Counties. Terrell County
was named for Dr. William Terrell of Sparta, Georgla a noted statesman and U.S. Congressman. The City
of Dawson, the County's largest City and County Seat, was charted in 1898 It was named for William C.
Dawson, A U.S. Senator. Bronwood, previously "Brown's Statlon ~was incorporated in 1883. Parrott and
Sasser followed with Parrott named for settlers James,and John L. Parrott incorporated in 1898 and
Sasser named for Mr. William Sasser was chartered in 1890.

Major settlement of the area began in the early 1800's. Most of the settlers came from the Carolinas
and from other sections of Georgia. The
County's land area contains some 210,550
acres. ‘ :

Terrell County has been primarily agricultural
since its settlement. Most of the County's
farm income is from cultivated crops, such as
peanuts, corn, cotton and soybeans. Farming
incomes are derived from truck crops,
livestock and forest products.. Over the past
several decades, there has been a drastic
decrease in the number of farms. The size of
farms however, has increased considerably
and the average farm in the County ranges
from 500 to 600 acres. Indicating the
economic advantages of land consolidation and the rise of professional farm managers.
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Terrell County: Community Input

In October of 2013 the Southwest Georgia Regional Commission and the steering committee invited the
general public to attend a meeting to share their vision/goals for the future of Terrell County and its
municipalities. The following is what came out of that meeting:

Vision Statement

“In 2034, Terrell County and the cities of Bronwood, Sasser, Parrott and Dawson
are committed to providing safe, attractive, progressive communities. This
commitment is to enhance the quality of life for its citizens and visitors, while

protecting its natural resources for the use and-__eﬁjoym:ent of future generations.”

Bronwood

Create a municipal court that is self-sustaining to address municipal and non-criminal offences.
Terrell County

Continue to work with Fire Department to improve fire protection which will lower expense to
homeowner’s and decrease the Insurance Services Office (ISO) rating.
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Terrell County: Assets and Opportunities

Assets

=  Hwy 520 Corridor — The Highway 520 corridor is the only four lane corridor through Terrell
County and the cities of Parrott, Dawson and Sasser. The
highway is an invaluable asset to Terrell County primarily for
economic development purposes.

= [nfrastructure Capacity — Terrell County and the cities within
all have infrastructure capacities to handle new development
of all types within their respective communities.

= Historic Areas (Main St. Theater, Dawson) — Historic areas
are present in each jurisdiction but none more so than in
Dawson. The historic fabric very evident in the downtown
and the surrounding neighborhoods. :

® Industrial parcels w/ infrastructure — Terrell County has a number of Industrial properties
waiting for tenants complete with infrastructure. ' !

= Available Commercial Areas — Ayaifabl_e commercial properties are in each jurisdiction in Terrell
County. :

» Ajrport

= Elderly Living Facilities — Terrell County and the cities within boast numerous elderly living
facilities that provide housing and care to the elderly.

= New public school and soon a new elementary school -

The new public school will provide students with modern day

facilities that provide an environment to stimulate educational

development.
= Prime Ag Land — Terrell County has always been an

agricultural community and has consistently produced high

yields because they have some of the most productive soils in

Southwest Georgia.

Opportunities

= Railroad access — Terrell County and the cities within are connected with rail lines. These lines
provide access for the movement of goods to markets outside of the county.
= Agri-Tourism
o Plantations
o Mark’s Mellon Patch
o Ag experiences
= County Recreation Park {existing w/ room to grow) — New facility with room to grow both
physically and programming wise.
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Terrell County: Future Land Use
Categories

Residential. The predominant use of land
within the residential category is for single-
family and multi-family dwelling units
organized into general categories of net
densities.

Commercial. This category is for land dedicated to
non-industrial business uses, including retail sales, office, service and entertainment facilities,
organized into general categories of intensities. Commercial uses may be located as a single use in
one building or grouped together in a shopping center or office building. Terrell County and the
cities within have separated Commercial into two different subcategories: Central Business District
and Highway Commercial.

Central Business District — The CBD area is intended to project and promote suitable
areas for business and commercial uses which benefit from proximity to each other,
to encourage the intensive development of a centralized business center.

Highway Commercial — highway commercial is to provide for and encourage
appropriate development along the major transportation routes which will include a
variety of sales and services that will both accommodate the needs of the
community and the traveling public, generally consisting of larger lots that allow for
larger setbacks and more parking.

Industrial. This category is for land dedicated to manufacturing facilities, processing plants,
factories, warehousing and wholesale trade facilities, mining or mineral extraction activities, or

other similar uses.

Agriculture/Forestry. This category is for land dedicated to farming (fields, lots, pastures,
farmsteads, specialty farms, livestock production, etc.), agriculture, or commercial timber or
pulpwood harvesting.
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Future Development Maps
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